STUDENTS

Young people
protest in response
to lack of education
and opportunities
It was only a matter of time before
the peaceful, idyllic life of well-to-do
Swazis would be disrupted by the
thunder of human need. In the kingdom
of Eswatini (formerly, Swaziland), there
had been for years, groans of
discontent in view of the grinding
poverty of the masses and the lavish
lifestyle of the Monarchy.
With a struggling economy which
promised little reward of employment
for the 20% students who got through
High School, students were searching for
a ray of hope for a life better than the
dire poverty of caretakers and parents.

The tipping point may have been the
truck loads of Rolls Royces purchased
by King Mswati III, the Swazi monarch,
for each of his fifteen wives, and the
luxury vehicles for his children. In
stark contrast, there was the shortage
of funds to address bare necessities
such as health care, food for
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vulnerable children, education for
poor youth, and some prospect of
jobs for the future generation.

On June 20th of this year, peaceful
protesters began to seek a voice in
government by petitioning for the
people to have a democratically chosen
Prime Minister after the death of the
incumbent due to Covid 19. The
imprisonment of three MP’s requesting
political change, and with petitions
rebuffed, violence escalated with the
burning and looting of shops. The
protest escalated to the point where
the entire country was shut down. The
UN, Southern African Development
Community (SADC), and the US
Embassy have voiced strong support for
political change. Currently, the violence
has abated, but frustration simmers
beneath the surface.
Children have been playing a role in
this national protest that is costing
them dearly. Students have been
walking out of the classroom and taking
to the streets or school yards in protest.
Some have been shot and injured, and
at least two have lost their lives. The
SOHO School Principal sent a video of
several preschoolers leaving the

on
the

campus, shouting political slogans, and
tossing stones into the hills. The
Government has responded with threats
to withhold school subsidies and deny
scholarships to children involved in the
protest.

With almost half the population
comprising youth under 20 years of age,
and the largest segment of the
population comprising teenaged
children, their actions reflect a search for
hope and a longing for opportunity.
With the combined impact of the Covid
19 pandemic since 2020 and the
economic crisis heightened by the
political unrest, the biggest casualties
are orphans and vulnerable children.
Currently, there is an increase of
children begging and prostituting, as
well as an increase of juvenile pregnancy
even among those who have remained
in their homesteads. Most abuses of
girls take place where they live. Food
shortage is resulting in increased
malnourishment, and medical care is
now more deficient with hospitals
running out of resources to take care
even of patients in crisis.

WHAT SOHO IS DOING

While our existing programs continue thanks to the
leadership on the ground, we recognize that the current
situation has created needs beyond the programs we have
been implementing. We now have an opportunity to prepare
for the humanitarian crisis we will be addressing in the
foreseeable future.
For all of 2020 to the present, SOHO has been growing and
distributing food from our Intsaba Farm to stricken
communities to help children in crisis. Food deliveries have
also been made to Marekamp and other areas where our
Outreach programs are conducted. At the same time, SOHO
has been working with partner universities (Andrews
University, Michigan and Oakwood University, Alabama) to
begin laying the foundation for what is certain to be a
humanitarian crisis once Covid 19 restrictions are lifted and
the unrest has settled.

Food distribution helps those in need

Instaba Children’s Village
plans are under way

Families gladly receive food for
their families

Andrews University’s School of Architecture has been
completing drawings of the first structures to be built in the
Intsaba Children’s Village, including homes to create a safe,
healing environment for children. They have collaborated
with Limkokwing University of Creative Technology, Eswatini,
to ensure that designs are Swazi and not Western in
influence. The Business School is working on income
generating projects to help ensure sustainability and
developing an Eco-block initiative to provide blocks for
construction as well as skills training with a donated Dwell
Earth block making machine.

The children’s village will
be a safe place for all

Oakwood University is collaborating with Swazi
professionals as they contemplate programs and structures
for safe and wholesome child development. We are doing
what we can to build a good foundation as we begin to raise
the funds to allow us to respond effectively once the
development on the ground begins.
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"It is the responsibility of every adult...to make sure that children hear what we have
learned from the lessons of life and to hear over and over that we love them and that
they are not alone. If we don't stand up for children, then we don't stand for much."
Marian Wright Edelman – President, Children's Defense Fund

THEIR STORIES IN PRINT

IMPROVING THE ODDS
In Eswatini, where almost half the
population is comprised of children
and where 69%+ live at starvation
level, below the poverty line, the odds
are stacked against children, and
especially girls, getting an education.
Eswatini has an abundance of natural
resources, a high literacy rate
compared to other African countries,
but one of the highest adult HIV/AIDS
prevalence rates in the world at 26%.

Grinding poverty cripples the masses
and education is recognized as key to
poverty alleviation. Girls are particularly vulnerable as one in three
experience abuse where they live. Too
often the ones who help are the ones
who hurt them. In the school system,
Primary education is Government
supported, but High School is not.
With many vulnerable children getting
a late start, pre-school is an essential
bridge to success further on.
Organizations like SOHO run preschools, and they are dependent on
donor support to do so.
During Covid 19 shutdown, Principal
Sherwin Abrahams of Hope Discovery

Celebrating their children’s progross, parents
gain an understanding of the value of education

Learning Center discovered how little
illiterate parents value education.
Children came in small groups to get a
briefing and school work to do at
home. Teachers and Principal visited
homes and pleaded with caregivers to
encourage their children to study and
to turn in their work, but having a child
handy to help with farm or household
tasks appeared to be more appealing.

SOHO has created ceremony and
celebration around pre-school
graduations with artistic and athletic
performance song and dance, cap and
gown processing and diploma
presentation for the community to
see and cheer. This has impressed
some with the value of education,
making them more likely to send their
children to school.

TOGETHER FOR THE CHILDREN
Every child deserves, a safe home, loving care,
a chance to learn and grow. Help to change
the future for children with little hope.

You can take action:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Support SOHO financially
Sponsor a Child
Engage your club, church, school
Use your birthday or anniversary to raise funds
Host a Book signing and Photo Exhibit
Pray for SOHO's children

Donate one-time or monthly:
Email: susanne@savingorphans.com
Donate securely online: saving-orphans.org
Call: 317-779-0001
Mail: SOHO, P.O. Box 78156, Indianapolis, IN 46278
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